
Value Added and 
Meat, Poultry,  
Egg, and Milk 
Grants Open 
The Agricultural Growth, 
Research, and Innovation 
(AGRI) Value-Added 
and Meat, Poultry, Egg, 
and Milk (MPEM) Grants 
opened on Tuesday, 
March 31. Applications will be accepted until 4 p.m., Wednesday, June 17.  
The goal of the MPEM grant is to increase sales of Minnesota-raised 
livestock products by investing in equipment and physical improvements 
that support processing capacity, market diversification, and market 
access. The MDA expects to award up to $2.25 million between the 
Value-Added and MPEM Grants. Individual awards will range from $1,000 
to $150,000 and require a cash match. Individuals (including farmers), 
businesses, agricultural cooperatives, nonprofits, educational institutions, 
local governments, and Tribal governments are all eligible to apply.

Full eligibility requirements and application details are available on the 
Meat, Poultry, Egg, and Milk (MPEM) Grant program webpage.

Contact the MDA with questions at MDA.AGRIGrants@state.mn.us or  
651-201-6500.

WHO
Minnesota farmers, individuals, for-profit businesses, cooperatives, local 
governments, and Tribal Governments involved in the processing of meat, poultry, 
eggs and/or milk.

WHAT
Grants covers 50% of the first $50,000 of equipment and physical 
improvements, and 25% of eligible expenses afterwards. The remainder must  
be covered by the grantee. 

WHERE
Full program details and application are available at  
www.mda.state.mn.us/mpemgrant  
or by calling the MDA Grants Line at 651-201-6500.

WHY
The program aims to increase sales of Minnesota livestock products by investing 
in production capacity, market diversification, and market access of processed 
meat, poultry, eggs and/or milk. Priority is given to projects that increase meat/
poultry slaughter capacity and increase access to Kosher/Halal markets.

WHEN Applications will be accepted in fall 2022.   

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, this information is available in alternative forms of communication upon request  
by calling 651-201-6000. TTY users can call the Minnesota Relay Service at 711. The MDA is an equal opportunity employer and provider.
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Meat, Poultry, and Egg Inspection Staff

Nikki Neeser, DVM   .   .   .   . 651-201-6225
Levi Muhl   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 651-201-6216
Jennifer Stephes   .   .   .   .   . 651-248-2566
Andy Siira  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 320-295-2066 
Alex Brandt   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 651-201-6308
Nicole Droher  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 651-231-5457
Michaela Gadient   .   .   .   .  651-201-6630
Heidi Varberg  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 651-201-6009
Lisa Wetzel   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 651-201-6191
Nicole Wilson  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 651-201-6024
Catrina Andree   .   .   .   .   .   . 507-440-5861

Josie Lenneman   .   .   .   .   . 763-710-0447
Katie Brigan  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 320-385-0034
Kodi Klimek   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  320-424-8000
Sarah Current  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 320-874-0926
Ashley Hassler  .   .   .   .   .   .  320-221-6507
Jennifer Hedeen  .   .   .   .   .  651-338-7145
Cullan Hewitt  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 320-304-4624
Jennifer Hofer   .   .   .   .   .   .  612-396-4941
Megan Jansa   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 651-396-9176
Justin Jarocki   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 651-285-8327
Myrrh-Anna Kienitz   .   .   . 651-802-2789

Carol Konkol   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  320-492-4151
Grace Martin  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 651-707-7751
Corrie McQuillan  .   .   .   .   . 320-296-1981
Shawn Neumann  .   .   .   .   . 218-296-2035
Eileen Schmidt   .   .   .   .   .   . 507-469-5951
Will Schroeder   .   .   .   .   .   . 320-424-2848
Dave Seipel  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 651-285-8321
Kaitlin Knaebe   .   .   .   .   .   .  651-392-3180
Delaney Rohan, DVM   .   .  612-608-1328

QUESTIONS? Call the Dairy and Meat 
Inspection Division at 651-201-6300

Meat Inspector Calendar  
No Inspection Dates
May 25 – Memorial Day

June 19 – Juneteenth Holiday

July 3 – July 4 Observed

September 7 – Labor Day

November 11 – Veterans Day

November 26-27 –  
Thanksgiving Day and Day After 

December 25 – Christmas Day

University of Minnesota to 
Host HACCP, Sanitation, 
and Auditing Workshop
The workshop will be held June 
10-11, 2026, at 365 Hacker Hall 
at the University of Minnesota, 
St. Paul campus. Topics covered 
include Pre-Requisite Sanitation 
programs, Good Manufacturing 
Practices and Sanitation Standard 
Operating Procedures, 7 Principles 
of Hazard Analysis Critical Control 
Point (HACCP), Development of a 
HACCP plan, Labeling and Allergens, 
Minnesota State Inspection Program, 
Food Defense Plans, and more. 

Breakfast, refreshments and lunch 
are included in registration. Cost of 
registration is $350 per person.  
More information and to register. 

Custom Exempt and Retail 
Food Handler Renewals
Custom Exempt and Food Handler– 
Retail License renewal forms will be 
mailed during the week of May 11, 2026. 
Please review your information carefully 
and follow all instructions provided. As 
a reminder, the U.S. Postal Service has 
updated its postmarking procedures. 
Postmarks now reflect the date mail is 
processed at a regional facility rather than 
the date it is placed in or collected from a 
mailbox. As a result, there may be a delay 
of three or more days before mail receives 
a postmark. To help ensure your renewal is 
received on time and to avoid late fees, we 
recommend mailing your completed forms 
at least one week prior to the due date.

Food Handler–Retail licenses will be 
changing to align with the food license 
modernization legislation that was passed 
last year. Renewal notices will include 
instructions for a prorated fee schedule, 
and the renewed license will be valid 
from 7/1/2026 through 12/31/2026. A 
second renewal notice will then be sent 
in November for the next license period, 
which will run from 1/1/2027 through 
12/31/2027. Additional information about 
this transition will be provided in an 
upcoming GovDelivery publication.

Contact us at dmid.licensing.mda@state.
mn.us or 651-201-6300 with any licensing 
questions. 

Retail Exemptions 
Adjusted Dollar 
Limitations
The Food Safety and Inspection Service 
has adjusted the dollar limitations on 
the amount of meat, poultry, and meat 
and poultry food products that a retail 
store can sell to hotels, restaurants, 
and similar institutions without 
disqualifying itself for exemption from 
inspection requirements. Effective 
May 28, 2026, the value for the 
dollar limitations on sales to hotels, 
restaurants, and institutions increased 
to $109,600 for meat and meat food 
products and increased to $76,100 for 
poultry and poultry products for the 
calendar year 2026.  
View the Federal Register online. 
 

https://www.tickets.umn.edu/UMTE/Online/default.asp?BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::permalink=HACCPSAW&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::context_id=
mailto:dmid.licensing.mda@state.mn.us
mailto:dmid.licensing.mda@state.mn.us
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media_file/documents/FSIS-2026-0034.pdf
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media_file/documents/FSIS-2026-0034.pdf
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